
WHY WE CHRISTEN B.G. TEAMS “FALCONS”

“The Falcon, in size not surpassing the Raven, is perhaps the most powerful bird of prey

for its bulk that flies, and its courage is not less than its power. It will not hesitate to

attack a bird twice its size and even on occasion threaten human beings. It is swift in

flight and deadly in its attack.

Some species have a somber brown plumage.

“It was a name prominent in the sport world of the Feudal age and the sport still exists

prominently in many parts of the world. The Falcon is trained especially for fighting and

for capturing wild birds and beasts.

“The antiquity of Falconry is very great. It appears to have been practiced as a sport in

China as far back as 2000 B.C.  It was recorded during the reign of King Wen Wang, in

689 B.C. as a sport in very high favor.

“It appeared in Japan, India, Arabia, Persia and Syria as far back as 600 B.C.

“The Falcon goes through a long period of extensive training for the battles which it must

fight for its master. It takes skill, care and kindness in the training of the falcon in which

the disposition, temper and constitution of the bird is taken into consideration.” –

Encyclopedia Britannica.

By DOC LAKE

For several reasons we have searched high and wide, hither and yon for some sort of a

nickname for the Bowling Green college sport teams. Many have suggested themselves,

others have been offered and all of them have proven unsuitable in some way or another.

The Pedagogs, Teachers, Normals and other names like that have sprung into common

use all over the United States for teacher training institution teams were not exactly what

the local fans desired.

Something with a punch, something that represented power, courage and skill was

desired.

Inspirations usually come to us if we but wait long enough and so it was that we suddenly

got the hunch about a new nickname for the local college team. Investigation of the

habits and virtues of the subject of that name revealed exactly what we wanted.

We will call them FALCONS.

Reproduced above is a digest of a few facts as related in the Encyclopedia Britannica

about the Falcon, a bird, fierce and courageous.



After reading it over one can see many virtues in the name. First of all – Falconing is a

sport that still exists. It was a sport back as far as records of men go dating back to 2000

B.C. It was a sport for sports sake.

Second – The Falcon is courageous, it is known to be the best fighter for its size of any

bird on wing. It will attack anything, even being unafraid of human beings. It gains its

prize by skillful flying, fighting and maneuvering and after it gets it, it is willing to fight

to death to retain it, unless it is to hand the prize over to its master.

Third – It is a dark brown bird, dark brown being one of the colors of the local college.

It has all the requisits of real sportsmanship. It is powerful, courageous, swift, skillful,

enduring and determined. It is born a fighter and it dies fighting.

Is there anything more fitting?

There are a lot of good names that could possibly be used but every effort has been made

to select a name that, in our knowledge, has never been used before by a college team.

The Falcon goes through a long period of extensive training for its battles. The coach

stars in with the lowest fundamentals advancing it in every one of the stages until it

becomes a finished fighter and ready for the campaigns.

Let Bowling Green then be called, from now on, “The Falcons,” for they are trained by a

coach through the early stages of fundamentals in every sport until are ready for the

campaign.

The college teams should never cease to be courageous, swift, deadly, powerful, skillful

and clever. They should fight every battle to the finish, they should play the game every

minute, grim and determined to win in the end or exhaust themselves in doing their best

even if they lose.

Bowling Green could and should be proud of a name like that. It could apply it in every

branch of sport and it could rank with the Eagle, for as the Eagle is the king of the larger

bird species, the Falcon is the king of the smaller bird kingdom and of the bird sport

world.

Therefore let them be known as “FALCONS” and let them live up to the admirable

reputation that that small bird has earned.

We do knight you, Bowling Green college, the “Falcons!”
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